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having an entirely official character towards the Government oj His Imperial and Royal Apostolic Majesty.
I am happy to avail myself of this occasion to offer to Your Excellency the assurances of My perfect consideration and My sincere gratitude. Belgrade, October 12/24, 1881.
M. M. Obrenovitsch Prince of Serbia.
to
Declaration of the Governments of Austria-Hungary and of Serbia in regard to the meaning of Article IV.
DECLARATION.
Doubts having arisen as to the meaning and import of the following passage of Article IV of the secret Treaty concluded between Austria-Hungary and Serbia under date of June 28/16, 1881, to wit:
"Without a previous understanding with Austria-Hungary, Serbia will neither negotiate nor conclude any political treaty with another Government/'
the undersigned have agreed to specify by the present Declaration the import of the above-quoted provision:
Austria-Hungary, on the one hand, being animated by the desire to see the independence of Serbia safeguarded and to favor her development;
and Serbia, on the other hand, being firmly decided to follow a policy frankly friendly to Austria-Hungary and to avoid everything which might injure the legitimate interests of this latter Power;
the undersigned declare by this Act that the aforesaid provision of Article IV cannot impair the right of Serbia to negotiate and to conclude treaties, even of a political nature, with another Government. It implies for Serbia no other engagement than that of not negotiating and of not concluding any political treaty which would be contrary to the spirit and the tenor of the said secret Treaty.